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BUT the Empire was the one worthy, one formidable
antagonist to Hildebrand's universal theo- Gregory and
eracy, whose prostration would lay the world tbe Empire*
beneath his feet. The Empire must acknowledge itself
as a grant from the papacy, as a grant revocable for
certain offences against the ecclesiastical rights and
immunities; it must humbly acquiesce in the uncon-
trolled prerogative of the Cardinals to elect the Pope;
abandon all the imperial claims on the investiture of
the prelates and other clergy with their benefices; re-
lease the whole mass of Church property from all feudal
demands, whether of service or of fealty; submit
patiently to rebuke; admit the Pope to dictate on
questions of war and peace, and all internal govern-
ment where he might detect, or suppose that he de-
tected, oppression. This was the condition to which the
words and acts of Gregory aspired to reduce the heirs of
Charlemagne, the successors of the Western Caesars.

These two powers, the Empire and the Papacy, had
grown up with indefinite and necessarily con- The Papacy
flicting relations; each at once above and be- Empire.
neath the other; each sovereign and subject, with no
distinct limits of sovereignty or subjection; each ac-
knowledging the supremacy of the other, but each re-
ducing that supremacy to a name, or less than a name.
As a Christian, as a member of the Church, the Em-